says: 'Have no fellowship with ancient foes; for if
you do good to them, they will pervert it into evil/
And, too, you must eschew the advice of those who
are your own servants and bear themselves toward
you with all reverence; for perchance they speak
more out of fear than for love. And therefore says a
philosopher thus: 'There is no one perfectly true to
him of whom he is afraid/ And Tullius says: 'There
is no power of any emperor, fitted to endure, save it
be founded more in the love of the people than in
the fears/ You must also avoid the counselling of
drunkards; for they can retain nothing. Solomon
says that there is no secrecy where drunkenness
reigns. You should also suspect the counsels of such
as advise you privately to one thing and to a con-
trary thing in public. For Cassiodorus says that it is
but an artifice to hinder when a man does one thing
openly and its contrary in private. You should also
hold suspect the counselling of the wicked. For the
Book says that the advice of the wicked is always full
of fraud. And David says that he is a happy man who
has not followed the counselling of villains. You
should also avoid and shun the advice of the young;
for their judgments are not mature.
"And now, sir, that I have shown you as to the folk
from whom you may take counsel, and what counsel
you may accept and follow, now will I teach you how
that counsel should be examined, according to the
doctrines of Tullius. In bringing a councilor to the
test, you must consider many things. First, you
should consider that, in this very thing that you pur-
pose, and upon which you are. in need of advice, only
the truth may be told; that is to say, state your case
truthfully. For he that lies or prevaricates may not
well be counselled, at least in so far as he has de-
ceived. And after this, you must consider the things
that agree with your purpose in council; whether
reason agrees therewith; and whether you have power
to attain your purpose; and whether the major and
204

